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PRESENT POSITION: 

Research Biologist, 1990-present.  Perform all aspects of research on population dynamics and status 
of marine mammals and other protected species, with emphasis on abundance, distribution, ecology, 
habitat-based modeling, fishery bycatch, and impacts of other anthropogenic activities. Includes the 
design and implementation of research projects; shipboard and aerial field work conducting surveys 
of North Pacific marine mammals and sea turtles; quantitative analyses using advanced statistical 
methods, and publication of results in peer-reviewed journals and technical reports. 

 
DISCIPLINE:   

Applied Marine Ecology – Marine mammals and sea turtles 
 
EDUCATION:    

1997 Ph.D. in Oceanography, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, Univ. of California, San Diego.   
1987 M.S. in Biology, University of California, San Diego.   
1985 B.A., Cum Laude, in Ecology, Behavior and Evolution, University of California, San Diego. 
1982 Abitur, Erding, Germany   

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS:   

Predictive habitat-based models of marine mammal distribution and density. 
Assessment and mitigation of anthropogenic impacts (e.g. bycatch, ocean noise) on marine species 
Statistical techniques and sampling design in marine ecological research 
Ecology and behavior of seabirds, marine mammals and sea turtles. 

 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE:  

1987-2000, Consultant, Behavior Division, Center for Reproduction of Endangered Species, 
Zoological Society of San Diego. Provide computer consulting, conduct analyses of behavioral and 
demographic data, and collaborate in research projects on wild and captive endangered species. 
Develop and implement computer applications for behavioral research on California condors 

1987-1990, Computer Programmer, NMFS, Southwest Fisheries Science Center.  Provide computer 
programming and biological field support for research on dynamics and status of marine mammals. 

1985-1987, Teaching Assistant, Dept. of Biology, University of California, San Diego.  Serve as 
primary instructor and coordinator for course 'Computer Programming for Biological Applications'.  
Assisted teaching advanced courses in Genetics, Evolution, and Systems Biology. 

 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS:   

Research Affiliate, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, San Jose State University (2018-present) 
Research Associate, Institute of Marine Sciences, U. C. Santa Cruz (2000-present) 
Society for Marine Mammalogy 
International Sea Turtle Society  
 

SELECTED SERVICE ON SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEES:   
Scientific Advisor, California Dungeness Crab Fishing Gear / Whale Entanglement Working Group 



Scientific Advisory Group for U.S. Navy Marine Species Monitoring 
Scientific Advisor, Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary/SIMoN, CA 
NMFS Liaison, Pacific Scientific Review Group 

 
AWARDS: 

U.S. Department of Commerce, Group Silver Medal Award, 2003 and 2014. 
NOAA Office of the General Counsel Team Award, 2010 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Employee of the Year, 2001. 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bronze Medal Award, 1999. 
Best Doctoral Student Presentation, World Marine Mammal Science Conference, 1998. 
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