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OIL TYPE 

 
	  

Fresh Oil 
(liquid) 

Mousse 
(emulsified) 

Tar Balls 
(<10cm) 

Patties 
(>10cm) 

Tar 
(weathered) 

Surface Oil 
Residue (soft) 

Asphalt 
Pavement 

Sources: 
Shoreline Assessment Manual (August 2013), NOAA Office of Response and Restoration 
Owens, E.H., and G.A. Sergy. Field Guide to the Documentation and Description of Oiled Shorelines. Environment Canada,  

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. March 1994. ISBN 0-662-22048-X. 
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51-90% 

11-50% 

1-10% 

< 1% 

91-100% 


